Use of Buprenorphine to Treat Opioid Use Disorder.
As the opioid crisis continues to worsen in the United States, nurses must take on a central role of intervention, which includes use of the opioid agonist medication, buprenorphine. The current article addresses the need to understand opioid use disorder as a chronic condition and increase access to treatment with pharmacotherapies, particularly buprenorphine, in outpatient settings. The pharmacological activity of buprenorphine is discussed, as well as the reasons for its underutilization, specifically stigma. Nurses can be frontline leaders in the fight against the opioid crisis by addressing stigma and increasing access to the life-saving medication, buprenorphine. [Journal of Psychosocial Nursing and Mental Health Services, 56(11), 9-12.].